Supplementary Methods
Cell culture
The cell lines U937 (human myelomonocytic lymphoma) and RAW 264.7 (murine leukaemic monocyte macrophage) were obtained from American Type Culture Collection. The infection media is R10 (RPMI 1640 (Invitrogen) supplemented with 10% heat-inactivated fetal bovine serum and 2mM L-glutamine (Invitrogen).
Generation of monoclonal antibody against Hcp1
Monoclonal antibodies against Hcp1 were generated as previously described. 51 Hybridoma supernatants were assayed for anti-Hcp response by ELISA, by flow cytometry using Hcp1-coated U937 cells or by confocal microscopy using infected U937 cells.
Staining intracellular bacteria in U937 cells
U937 cells were prepared, infected and stained as aforementioned in the Materials and Methods section with the following modifications: The fixed cells were permeabilized and stained in 0.2 % saponin in PBS-glycine with a rabbit anti-B. pseudomallei LPS antibody at the dilution of 1:1000 for an hour, followed by wheat germ agglutinin conjugated with AF555 at the dilution of 1:000 and a AF488-conjugated anti-rabbit IgG secondary antibody. 
Binding of

Hcp1 capture ELISA
Microtitre MaxiSorp plate was coated with polyclonal rabbit anti-rHcp1 antibody and blocked with 5 % skim milk in PBS-T. Patients' and controls' sera were diluted 1:2 and added to blocked plates at room temperature for 1 hr. Wells were washed and incubated with the mouse anti-rHcp1 antibody (56-1) per well for 1 hr and detected with a goat anti-human secondary antibody conjugated with HRP at a dilution of 1:5000 per well in blocking buffer at room temperature for another hour. The wells were developed with TMB and the reaction was stopped with H 2 SO 4 . The wells were read at 450 nm (415 nm as the reference wavelength). A standard curve was generated by adding rHcp1 in a 2-fold dilution series of the range coating human IgG or IgM in a 10-fold dilution series of the range 62.5 pg/mL-4000 pg/mL.
Cr release assay
Target U937 cells were pulsed with Chromium-51 ( 51 Cr) (PerkinElmer) for 1 hr at 37 o C. 1 x 10 6 of target cells were incubated either with 30 µg or 0.1 µg of rHcp1, for either 4 hr, 6 hr or overnight at 37 o C. The supernatants were centrifuged, harvested and 30 µL of supernatant per condition were added into a LumaPlate (PerkinElmer).
The plates were air dried, sealed and counted with TopCount® (PerkinElmer). 
NF-κB-
IL-1β assay
2 x 10 6 J774.1 murine macrophages were stimulated with either 10 µg of rHcp1, BSA or adenosine triphosphate (ATP), with or without LPS. They were stimulated either for 4 hr or overnight at 37 o C. The supernatants were harvested, the cell debris pelleted and removed, and concentrated with a 5,000 MWCO concentrator to 400 µL.
IL-1β levels was measured in triplicates with the Human IL-1β ELISA MAX kit according to manufacturer's instructions (BioLegend).
Dynamic light scattering (DLS)
DLS measurements were performed at room temperature on a DynaPro 
